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REDLAND BRIDGE CLUB

TrumpiT
DECEMBER 2020

Hi Everyone,
I’M BACK! Well I never really left, did I? After
saying last month that it was my last newsletter, I
have organised this one to give the committee a
little more time to find a replacement and I am
pleased to say that Robina Cooper will take over as
editor for 2021.
Well Christmas is upon us and after the terrible
year the world has had, I think that we understand
more than ever that we should not take anything
for granted and learn to expect the unexpected.
I’m sure that 2021 will be a lot brighter and on
that note, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas

and a Happy and Healthy New Year.
Happy Bridging,

Pauline Curtis

The best Christmas gift is to
realize & appreciate what you have
already.

Trumpit Newsletter Editor – Pauline Curtis
Email – pscurtis53@tpg.com.au

FROM YOUR COMMITTEE
•

For some years the ABF has been concerned
about the ongoing reduction in the number of
Bridge players across Australia. This is also
an international trend. The ABF has been
exploring ways to attract new, younger
people to the game. In 2019 it introduced the
concept of Facebook advertising to let the
public know about local Bridge clubs and the
opportunity to learn the game at beginners’
level. Your committee decided to give this a
go!
The club is indebted to Donna Noble’s
daughter Jessie who spent a lot of her time to
set up the Facebook pages for us. Did anyone
see the advertisements? The ad ran for 3
weeks prior to the last beginners’ class which
started on 22 October. 35 people responded
to the ad and we emailed each of these.
Twelve answered and of these, six joined
the class, four have registered for the next
class in early 2021 and two said no thanks
due to distance/or changing circumstances.
The club spent $550 on the Facebook
advertising, of which the ABF subsidized us
$250. In comparison, the club spent $220 on
an advertisement in the Redland City Bulletin
to which three people responded. By far the
best way to get new people to the club is
word of mouth. So please continue to tell
your family and friends what wonderful
times you have at the Redland Bridge club!
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With
COVID-19
restrictions
being
progressively lifted by the state government,
your committee has been able to ease our
club rules. Self-serve tea/coffee is now
available at the clubhouse. Please ensure that
you sanitize your hands immediately before
you touch the jars, taps and fridge door
handle. All the previously advised rules still
apply so please observe them.
Monday and Wednesday sessions are nearly
full each week. We cannot increase the
number of tables at this time and so
Thursday sessions will resume on
Thursday 3 December. You will need to book
Thursday sessions on the club’s website to
check that the session is viable. A minimum
of 8 pairs will be required.
As previously advised, the club cannot hold a
Christmas party in the same format as
previous years. However, your committee
has decided to provide a small plate of
goodies and a drink to each player at the end
of each morning session during the week of
14 December, namely Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday. Numbers will be
required to book the catering.
In December, red Masterpoints will be
available for each session of the week
starting 14 December. The allocation of
points will be based on an eclectic
assessment over the week.
There will be no session at the clubhouse on
Christmas day. Play will be offered at the
normal times on the other public holidays
subject to demand. The director will ask at
the session a week before the public holiday
for a show of hands as to who wants to play
on the following week.

Another good-looking group of newbies

Eighteen players completed the most recent
Beginners’ Class which concluded last
week. So far, eight of these players have
submitted an application for club membership. The
next Beginners’ Class is planned to start in March
2021.
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Margaret Wienk on her last
day at Bridge

Doug Sands – Secretary
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Bridge Trivia
Which card is known by the nickname “suicide
king?”
(Answer next page)

The plaque given to Margaret in
appreciation of her work at the club

♥–
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Bridge Topic of the Month

♥♠ INADVERTENT BIDS♦♣

IMPROVE YOUR BRIDGE

If you make a bid that is inadvertent (rather than just
careless), it may be possible for it to be altered without
penalty.
Whether or not your pen is still on the bidding pad is
not relevant.
The Director will need to decide whether the
inadvertency provisions applied.
Inadvertency may still apply even after LHO had
called.
From ABF Rules and Ethics

Supervised Play will finish
for 2020 on Wednesday 16 December
and resume on Wednesday 13 January.
Players are encouraged to advance to a
competitive playing session as soon as they are
able to do so.
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By Patricia Back

Competing in Pairs
There is an old adage about the auction in a Pairs
event, which says “Do not leave the opponents at
the 2 level.” If opponents have bid 1 Heart, 2
Hearts, and the bidding dies away, you and your
partner will usually have enough values to compete,
and possibly force the opponents to a higher level
which they will fail. A reopening double is a
sensible way to compete, if you have no suit
yourself. WARNING: Be a little more careful
when you are vulnerable against non-vulnerable
opponents.
--------------------Recently I have observed some players who cannot
stop themselves telling their partner how they
should have played a hand. Criticising your partner
usually makes them nervous, and their play gets
even worse. It is also bad manners, and can
embarrass others at the table.

♠
TABLE MANNERS FOR HAPPY BRIDGE
PLAYERS
Calls and plays should be made without
special emphasis, mannerism or inflection and
without undue hesitation or haste. Bid and
play as nearly as possible in even tempo.
.

Answer to Bridge Trivia

The king of hearts is the only king with no moustache,
and is also typically shown with a sword behind his
head, making him appear to be stabbing himself. This
leads to the nickname "suicide king."
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NEW TRICKS?

WHEN COVID FORCES A BRIDGE CLUB
ONLINE WHAT BECOMES OF THEIR
COMMUNTIY?
This is an article you can read on the following
website, if interested – sent in by Bruce
Johnman

https://theconversation.com/new-tricks-whencovid-forces-a-bridge-club-online-what-becomesof-their-community-144594
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The Four Stages of Men

You believe in Santa
You don’t
You are Santa
You look like Santa

Reindeer's Story at Christmas
According to the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game, while both male and female reindeer grow
antlers in the summer each year, male reindeer
drop their antlers at the beginning of winter,
usually late November to mid-December.
A couple were in a busy shopping centre just
before Christmas. The wife suddenly realized
That her husband was missing and as they had a
lot to do she called him on the mobile. The wife
said “Where are you, you know we have lots to
do!”
He said “You remember the jewellers we went
into about 10 years ago and you fell in love with
that diamond necklace? I could not afford it at the
time and I said that one day I would get it for you”
Little tears started to flow down her cheeks and
she got all choked up
“Yes, I do remember that shop…” she replied
“Well I am in the bar next to that.”

Female reindeer retain their antlers till after they
give birth in the spring. Therefore, according to
EVERY historical rendition depicting Santa's
reindeer, EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph
to Blitzen, had to be a girl.
We should have known... ONLY women would be
able to drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all
around the world in one night and NOT GET LOST.
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Better Bridge
with Ron Klinger

Maximizing your chances
Dealer East: Both vulnerable
North
A8752
874
3
K962
South
93
AKJ106
AK10
753
West North East South
1S 2H
Pass 4H All pass
(a) Do you agree with North’s 4H bid?
(b) West leads the S10. Plan the play?
(a) With the singleton diamond and an 8-loser hand, North looks too strong for just a raise to 3H. With
a strong raise, North could bid 2S, but the hand does not look good enough for a strong raise to 3H.
One option is a jump to 4H. That is a pre-emptive raise and denies the values for a strong raise.
Neither of the North players in the LAVAZZA vs SCHWARTZ semi-final in the 2017 Spingold (USA
Knockout Open Teams) agreed with that assessment and after all, they are in the semi-final of a
major event. The auction was the same at both tables:
West North East South
1S 2H
Pass 2S (1) Pass 3S (2)
Pass 4H All pass
(1) Good raise to 3H
(2) Stopper ask for 3NT
Although North had a spade stopper, the singleton diamond persuaded North to prefer 4H. West
leads the S10. As that figures to be a singleton, you naturally take the SA. What next?
How many points do you and dummy have? Answer: 22. The opponents have 18. Where will most of
those points be? With East for the opening bid.
How many losers do you have? One spade loser, maybe one heart loser, a diamond loser, but you
can ruff the D10 in dummy, so no worries there and two losers for certain in clubs and maybe three.
You need to reduce your losers to three at most. What losers must you eliminate? You can do nothing
about the spade loser and you are sure to have two club losers. That means you have to avoid losing
a heart and the CK must become a trick.
That will give you 1 spade, 5 hearts, 2 diamonds, a diamond ruff and the CK.
How can you make the CK into a winner? Either play for the CA with West or for the CA to be
singleton or doubleton with East. Which is more likely? Although most of the HCP are with East, there
are enough points possible with West to include the CA. The CA singleton with East is very unlikely
(and you can check for that). It is more likely that West has the CA than East having specifically CA-x.
If West does have the CA, what follows from that? The opponents have 18 HCP, you can place 12+
with East for the opening bid. If West has the CA, then while West could just have the HQ as well, it is
far more likely that East has the HQ. That should give you enough information to plan your play after
taking the SA. What trap must you avoid?

